
Greatest Needs of the N egro ~ace
Bishop George W. Clinton, D.D., LL.D.

No subject is of greater importance to thi nation than the develop
ment of the Negro along moral, religious, intellectual, and industrial

lines.
As the first step, the i11 ternal life of the Negro should be influenced

in a healthy and elenlting manner. He must be taught the yalue and

importance, nay, more, the vital necessity of personal purity, integrity,

self-respect, self-control, and self-reliance, and their place and power

as contributory factors in his highest de\·elopment. The e Ie son can

be be t taught in well rdered hom ,
where pious and intelligent parent pre-
ide. The school and the variou

agencie of the church can al 0 do much
in inculcating the e principles. The

nece it)" for suitable dwelling and
healthy urrounding should al be

borne in mind.
There are thousand of my people

who enjoy these propitious and helpful
condition, and it i noteworthy that

these favorably circum tnnced ones are
making or have made the improvement
which our be t friends de ire. The
fnct that there are million who are
not thu fa\'orably environed and con
ditioned, and are failing to make the
de ired progre and to reach the goal

of desirable citizenship, should be a
matter of grave concern to the race and
iIs friends, if for no other reason than
on the ground that those who are in a
healthy condition must con ider the
well-being of their unhealthy neighbors
or later reap a han-est of some deadly

epidemic, a a result of neglect.
How shall this class be helped? The

Christian religion practically applied by precept and example, and
working in conjunction \\;th the measures indicated abo\'e, will solve
the problem. Better home. better chool, efficient Chri tian

teacher in the public chool, c:on ecrated and trained tC<'1chers in the
unday-school , qualilied and c:on ecrated mini ter and a few enrnest

worker with special preparation for mi ionary and house-to-house

work are the most effective agencie to meet the need.
The Sunday- chool has been a powcrful faclor in the moral religiou ,

and intellectual uplift of the Negro, and, if it can aid in preparinp; the
kind of teachers and pecial workers needed, its contribution to thc
de\'clopment of the race would be vastly increa ed. In addition to what
it accomplishes on the abbath, the unday- ch001 might reach the

~'OtlOg men and women of the community in special week evcning meet
ings of from one to two hours, when the Scriptures and other suitnble

and helpful subjects may be taught, and industrial training given.
Whatever help is givcn thc Xegro i intended to aid him to help

him elf. The best men and women should con titute a board to erve
with the authoriti in charge of the educational work of thc

neighborhood.
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BISHOP CLINTON presides over the New
Jersey, Alabama, and Western North Caro
lina c:onIerences. He was born in South
Carolina, March 28, 1859.

He attended a " subscription" school until
the free schools were established. When the
fi"ee schools were closed, he studied under a
native West Indian teacher employed by the
colored people. In 1874 he entered the
South Carolina University at Columbia,
winning a state scholarship of $flOO for four
years.

He studied theology at Livingstone Col
lege, Sali bury, . C., and he was licensed to
preach in 1879. He continued to preach in
important pastorates and to teacl, in South
Carolina until 1888, when he was appointed
pastor at Pittsburg, Pa.

Previous to his election as bishop, in 1896,
he founded and edited the African Metlw
dist Episcopal Zion QZUJ.rlerly Review;
edited the Alro-ArnerWan Spokesman, and
edited The Star 01 Zion, the official organ of
the church.

He has been a lecturer for fifteen years in
the Bible Training School at Tuskegee Insti-
tute; is trustee of three educational institutions of his church, 'and was, three
years ago, elected president of the Young People's Educational and Religious
Congress. A volume of his sermous, entitled "Chri tianity under the Search
light," has recently been published.

Bishop Clinton was a member of the Clifton ConIerence, and a member of the
special committee to conIer with the International Sunday-School Association
Committee on "Work among the egroes." He is a vice-president of the Inter
national Sunday-School Association, elected at the Loui ville Convention in
1908.


